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� To explain the geoscience job market.

� To get you to think outside the box!

� To help facilitate and guide your job searches.

� To be a resource for you!

Why I’m here 
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My Career Pathway

Photo Credit: Emma Rude, AGI’s Life in the Field Contest, 2014



What Geo Careers do you know?

� What Geo subjects interest you? 
� What skills do you need to be successful? 
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Participation Slide
� Geo Subjects: 

� Geo Skills: 
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What Geo Careers do you know?

� What Geo subjects interest you? 
� What skills do you need to be successful? 

� What Geo careers interest you?
� What skills do you need to be successful?  
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Participation Slide
� Geo Careers: 

� Geo Career Skills: 
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What Geo Careers do you know?

� What Geo subjects interest you? 
� What skills do you need to be successful? 

� What Geo careers interest you?
� What skills do you need to be successful?  

� What are your other interests or hobbies?
� What skills do you need to be successful?  
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Participation Slide
� Other Subjects/Hobbies: 

� Other Skills: 
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Overarching Theme: 

Transferrable skills are vitally important to any and every 
geoscience career! 
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Think 
outside 
the box! 



Skills Needed for Geoscience Jobs



The Breakdown: Workforce Trends



The Breakdown: Workforce Trends

324,411 geoscience jobs exist today with postsecondary teachers, 2014 (BLS)

156,000 geoscientists expected to retire by 2024 (~48%) (AGI)

32,400 geoscience job growth by 2024 (~10% change) (BLS)

58,000 total new graduates (with BS, MS and PhD)

Net deficit of over 90,000 geoscientists by 2024
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Students Seeking/Accepted Employment in Geoscience
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Useful Resources for Finding Geoscience Employment
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Percentage of Graduates Employed in the Geosciences
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Personal Contacts

Student Organization

Faculty Referral

Conference Networking

Professional Society

Internet Job Board/Searches

College/University
Career Center

Campus Recruiting Event/
Job Fair BA/BS

MA/MS

Ph.D.



Bachelor’s Grads’ Accepted Positions (2015)

Oil and Gas: 16%

Environmental
Services: 40%

4-Year
University: 9%

K-12 Education: 3%

Federal
Government:

11%

Nonprofit/
NGO: 4%

Research
Institute: 2%

Information
Services: 7%

Agriculture/Forestry/
Fishery: 2%

State or Local
Government: 4%

Finance: 2%

Graduates with a BA/BS



Master’s Grads’ Accepted Positions (2015)

Oil and Gas: 67%

Environmental
Services: 13%

State or Local
Government: 4%

4-Year
University: 4%

Research
Institute: 4%

Mining: 4%

Construction: 2%
Nonprofit/
NGO: 2%

Graduates with a MA/MS



Doctoral Grads’ Accepted Positions (2015)

4-Year University: 51%

Oil and Gas: 15%

Research
Institute: 20%

Federal
Government: 12%

Nonprofit/
NGO: 2%

Graduates with a Ph.D.



Starting Salaries of Geoscience Graduates (2015)
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2015 Median Annual Salaries All Geoscience Occupations



Questions? 
Thank you!

Heather Houlton – Workforce Development Specialist, 
American Geosciences Institute. Email: 

hrh@americangeosciences.org


